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The University of Kentucky College of Law is an institution where students, 
faculty, and staff are engaged in enlightened discourse. The halls and classrooms 
resound in reasoned discussion and respectful debate. Understanding that the law is 
not developed in a vacuum, studies necessarily involve conversations about public 
policy, historical context, and legal precedent.  
Since 1913, KENTUCKY LAW JOURNAL has been an integral component in the 
legal discourse taking place at the University of Kentucky, in the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, and throughout the United States. In fact, this year has afforded an 
opportunity for the JOURNAL to explore its history and founding. KLJ Staff Editor, 
Nicole Pottinger, performed research on the JOURNAL’s founding. The first title 
published under the title KENTUCKY LAW JOURNAL was published in Louisville in 
1881. The KENTUCKY LAW JOURNAL associated with the University of Kentucky 
traces its history to 1913, with continuous publication ever since.  
While the JOURNAL has reason to be proud of its history, one must not forget 
the integral role that law reviews play in legal thought and development. The 
current mainstream disregard for respectful discourse, political and otherwise, in 
the United States only enhances the awesome responsibility borne by the nation’s 
academic publications and free press. Now, perhaps more than ever, law reviews 
provide a necessary and valued outlet for lively academic debate and creative 
thought.  
Fortunately, KENTUCKY LAW JOURNAL continues to serve as a medium that 
embraces intentional, respectful, and thoughtful discourse. Still, the service the 
JOURNAL provides would be impossible without the generous support of the 
University of Kentucky College of Law and the College of Law faculty and staff. 
Most importantly, the JOURNAL’s continued success is attributable to the 
dedication and intellectual curiosity of student editors, who devote a substantial 
portion of their academic careers to the JOURNAL. I dedicate this 106th Volume to 
the student editors, who resolve to ensure that the discourse continues.  
 
      Yours sincerely, 
       
Jordan T. Shewmaker 
